
 

        It's just about tax time in the USA. 
That time of year everyone looks 
forward to.  

      Wellll... maybe not so much. If you 
ARE looking forward to it, you are 
either:  

A) An owner of an H&R 
Block Franchise  

B) A CPA  
C) Both of the Above  

      Back in the day, in Jesus' and 
Zacchaeus' day, when Rome was 
boss and their goal was just like the 
board game RISK (World Domination), 
there were taxes. Global expansion 
and colonization take money and lots 
of it.  

      Rome was smart. They utilized 
local people as their IRS men. Those 
who would know the "lay of the land" 
and would know who owned what in 
their town and where the money was.  

      Zacchaeus was a "Chief" tax 
collector...he had risen in the ranks 
over time. Other Roman IRS reps 
reported directly to him. Now, you 
would think this wealth would have 
brought fame and fortune...and you 
would be half right.  

      Fortune was not a problem for him, 
but he became INfamous...as in "we-
don't-like-you-at-all-because-you-
work-for-Rome-you-stinking-sellout". If 
that were not enough stigma for you, 
ADD to it by inflating the tax rate, 

skimming off the top, and cheating 
your neighbors.  

      That gives you a rough idea of how 
Zacchaeus was viewed by Rome: not 
respected, just valued for providing a 
steady flow of income from the border 
town of Jericho (Import & Export). A 
necessary evil. His former friends and 
neighbors likely despised him as he 
became more and more wealthy off 
their sweat year after year.  

      When we meet him in Luke 
chapter 19, he is curious about Jesus. 
Had he heard that this respected 
Rabbi had actually called one of his 
disciples (Levi) directly OUT OF his 
tax-collecting booth?! How could 
Jesus actually WANT to spend time 
around Levi (Also called Matthew, the 
many who wrote the first book of the 
New Testament)?  

      How did Zacchaeus navigate his 
life day-to-day as such a notorious 
sinner? How did he process his 
emotions as he enjoyed the wealth but 
felt the stares and hatred of those he 
had grown up with? What tension! 
What daily pressure for his wife and 
kids. Could it be possible for life to 
become sweet again - the result of 
restored relationships? Probably not, 
but at least I can go and hear Jesus 
speak, get a glimpse of him.  

      This Sunday, we will look at the life 
of this man, his encounter with Jesus, 
the results of some time spent 
together over a meal (purchased with 
ill-gotten gains!!) and then discover 
how we can appropriate the truths we 
find.  

       UNBELIEVABLE. Jesus eats with 
sinners.   Not everyone was happy 
about that...  


